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and that another was projected. He w&s placed in a position of gieat difficulty A new and dangerous turn ihad been given to the Government's diplomacy behind his back and without the knowledge of the'Cabinet An English Minister, placed in M. Ollivier's position, would certainly have resigned his seals rather than rendei himself responsible for a policy diametrically opposed to the course which only a few hours before he had openly professed to be alone suited to the needs of the situation. M Olhvier did not resign He contented himself with advising his Foreign Minister to soften the tone of the dispatch to Benedetto, and himself wrote a short paragraph which he seems to have expected that Gramont would 'substitute for the original text Then he left the room ' troubled and anxious'. There was every reason in the world why he should. In that brief interview he had allowed himself to be driven from a sound position He had advised that the Prussian King should be asked to give a guarantee that he would not permit Prince Leopold to throw over Prince Anthony's renunciation It is true that such a demand was slightly less exacting than the demand contained in the dispatch which had been sent off at 7 p.m., for M.*Dllivier's proposed guarantee was limited in point of time to the situation of the moment, wheieas the dispatch of 7 p.m. required King William to give an indefinite guarantee against any renewal of the candidature But this does not greatly attenuate M. Ollivier's lapse. He had assumed responsibility for the provocative demand for guarantees, and he had not even made it clear to Gramont that the limitation of the guarantee to the present case was the uttermost point to which he would consent to go.
M. Olhvier did not come to his decision to cling to office without anxious consideration and a sleepless night The simile of the lightning conductor and the thunderbolt, which had once before done duty m a political crisis, came to his mind and brought relief. He would remain in the storm centre as the lightning conductor. He reckoned himself certain of a majority in the Council, less certain of the Chamberf where he,might be oveithrown by a coalition of the extierne